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Above, what could be better than lunch with friends
at the Green Tomato Buffet after the meeting!

The 2019 Residents’ Council
held their first meeting of the
year on January 22 at the
Central Office. Plans are underway for a fun-filled year
for our residents. Officers
were elected and are pictured to the immediate left
with DDM President Ryan
Whitmire: left-to right, Chaplain Michael Champion, Briarlake Home; President Scott
Van Buren, Johnson/Old Lantern Home; and Vice President Michelle Lindsey, Snapfinger Home.
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Springtime Recipes
Taco Tomatoes

Bunny Fruit Salad

Baked Garlic Butter Salmon

Ingredients:
2 fresh pineapples, peeled and diced
1/2 pint blackberries, halved, or 1/2 pint
blueberries
1 lb. strawberries, hulled and sliced
1 kiwi, peeled and sliced lengthwise
Ingredients:
1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
3/4 lb. ground beef or turkey breast
1 medium onion, chopped
1 (1-oz.) packet taco seasoning
4 large, ripe beefsteak tomatoes
1/2 c. shredded cheddar
1/2 c. shredded lettuce
1/4 c. sour cream
salsa, optional
Directions:
Heat oil in a large skillet over medium
heat. Add onion and cook, stirring
until soft, about 5 minutes. Add
ground beef or turkey breast and taco
seasoning. Cook, breaking up meat
with a wooden spoon, until no longer
pink, about 8 minutes. Drain fat.
Place tomatoes stem-side down on
cutting board and slice to make 6
wedges, being careful not to cut all
the way through, Carefully spread
wedges open.
Divide taco meat among tomatoes,
then top each with cheese, lettuce,
sour cream, & salsa before serving.

Directions:
Arrange pineapple on a large, flat serving platter, in the shape of a bunny
head. Arrange 6 blackberry halves or
blueberries down the middle of each
ear. Use 2 kiwi slices for the eyes and 1
strawberry slice for the nose. Cut a slice
of kiwi into quarters and place 2 pieces
right below the nose for the front
teeth. Cut the remaining kiwi into thin
strips and arrange on each side of the
nose for whiskers. Use the remaining
blackberries or blueberries to form a
bow tie under the chin. Fill the rest of
the platter with the remaining strawberries.

Ingredients:
1 large salmon filet (about 3 lbs.)
kosher or sea salt
black pepper
2 lemons, thinly sliced
6 tbsp. butter, melted
2 tbsp. honey
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 tsp. dried thyme
1 tsp. dried oregano
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350°. Line a large
rimmed baking sheet with foil and
grease with cooking spray. To the
center of the foil, lay lemon slices in
an even layer.
Season both sides of the salmon
with salt and pepper and place on
top of lemon wedges.
In a small bowl, whisk together
butter, honey, garlic, thyme, and
oregano. Pour over salmon, then
fold up foil surrounding salmon.
Bake until the salmon is cooked
through, about 25 minutes. Switch
the oven to broil, and broil for 2
minutes, or until the butter mixture
has thickened.

March and April Birthdays
March
1-Sherricka Burdette, PT Paul
1-Linda Stapler, Snapfinger
2-Christine Harvey, PT Snapfinger
9-Janie Goodman, PT Samaria
12-Ryan Austin, Griffith/Jasper
12-Ricky Wyche, PT Johnson/Old Lantern
13-Davis Calhoun, Chatham
15-Anna Williams, Day
17-Eloise Crittenden, PT Stokes
17-Rico Lowe, Res Services Coordinator
26-Nileta Malcolm, FT Briarlake
27-Paula Lyons, FT Corbit Walker
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29-Sherry Oen, FT Griffith/Jasper
31-Alexandria Furlough, PT Pedigo
April
1-April Williams, FT Chatham
2-Jarvis Starling, PT Paul
3-John Athens, Briarlake
8-Stacie Darnell, Stokes
15-Shelton Batchelor, Samaria
15-Yves Leveque, PT High Hope
17-Sonya Chito, PT Sundy/Hess
20-Amanda Pelot, Res Srvcs Coordinator
23-Jane Hill, Pedigo
24-Michael Padgett, Griffith/Jasper

27-Lakeira Franklin, FT Johnson/O.L.
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Night To Shine

Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with special
needs ages 14 and older. On February 8, 2019, Night to Shine celebrated its fifth anniversary. It was hosted by 655 churches across all 50 states and in 24 countries for
approximately 100,000 honored guests through the support of
200,000 volunteers! Night to Shine is a night for the churches
to shine, the volunteers to shine, the honored guests to shine,
and most importantly, for God to shine!
More on page 5!
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Night To Shine

Night to Shine in Atlanta was hosted by First
Baptist Church, Atlanta. DDM guests who attended Night to Shine: page 3, top row, l-r: Jane Hill,
Pedigo; Brian Haynes, Briarlake; Beverly Kitchens, Pedigo. Row 2: John Smith, left, and John
Athens, right, Briarlake. Row 3: Ruth Blanchard,
Pedigo; Michael Champion, Briarlake. Page 4,
top row: John Smith and John Athens, Briarlake;
Jane Hill, Pedigo; Shelton Batchelor, left, and Angie Lackey, right, Samaria. Row 2: Margaret Stapleton, Pedigo; Brian Haynes, Briarlake.

You’re A 10!
When Jesus reached the spot, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must
stay at your house today.” So, Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed Him gladly. All the people
saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be a guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and said
to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house.” Luke 19:5-9

I’ve never known a positive person yet who didn’t love people and try to see the best in
them. And one of the most effective ways to help you see the best in others is to do what
I call putting a “10” on people’s heads. Here’s what I mean: We all have expectations of
others, but we can choose whether those expectations are positive or negative. We can
think that others are worthless or wonderful. When we make the decision to expect the
best and actually look for the good instead of the bad, we’re seeing them as a “10.”
The ability to do this is important for a couple of reasons. First, we usually see in others
what we expect to see. Second, people generally rise to meet our level of expectations.
Excerpt from Your Road Map for Success by John Maxwell (www.iequip.org)
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Special Olympics Basketball Practice

These photos were taken of the Jasper and Chatham Homes at Special Olympics basketball practice in
January. Top row, from Jasper, left to right: Ryan Austin; Ryan and Aaron Bearden; Fred Matthews.
Second row, from Chatham, left to right: Michael Padgett & Direct Support Staff Paula Lyons; Gary
Sparks, Nick Ihnen, Jon Godfrey; Davis Calhoun. Third row, left to right: Aaron, Fred, Ryan.
Page 5
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Things You Might Not Know About
Strawberries
1. Strawberries are the only fruit that wear their seeds on the outside. The average berry is adorned with some
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.

200 of them. No wonder it only takes one bite to get seeds stuck in your teeth.
Strawberries aren’t true berries, like blueberries or even grapes. Technically, a berry has its seeds on the inside.
Strawberries are members of the rose family. Should you come upon a bush of them growing, you’ll see:
they smell as sweet as they taste.
The strawberry plant is a perennial. This means if you plant one now, it will come back next year and the following and the year after that. It may not bear fruit immediately, but once it does, it will remain productive
for about five years.
Americans eat an average of three-and-a-half pounds of fresh strawberries each per year. It’s closer to five
pounds if you count frozen ones. In a study, more than half of nine-year-old's picked strawberries as their favorite fruit. They’re nature’s candy!
Belgium has a museum dedicated to strawberries. In the gift shop at Le Musée de la Fraise (The Strawberry
Museum), you can buy everything from strawberry jam to strawberry beer.
Native Americans ate strawberries long before European settlers arrived. As spring’s first fruit, they were a
treat, eaten freshly picked or baked into cornbread.
The ancient Romans thought strawberries had medicinal powers. They used them to treat everything from
depression to fainting to fever, kidney stones, bad breath and sore throats.
Strawberries are believed to help reduce the risk of heart disease and certain cancers. They are low in calories and high in vitamins C, B6, and K, fiber, folic acid, potassium and amino acids.
Strawberries contain high levels of nitrate. This has been shown to increase blood and oxygen flow to the
muscles. Research suggests that people who load up on strawberries before exercising have greater endurance and burn more calories.
California produces some 80% of the strawberries in the U.S. They grow about 2 billion pounds of the heartshaped fruits per year. Every state in the U.S. and every province in Canada grows their own.
Wait until you are ready to eat fresh strawberries to clean them. Rinsing them speeds up spoiling.
Strawberries can also be pickled, especially when picked green or unripe. If your berries are overripe, make
jam!

Pedigo at UniverSoul Circus

The ladies from Pedigo Home recently had a blast at the UniverSoul Circus in Atlanta!
Above left, l-r: Jane Hill, Ruth Blanchard, Beverly Kitchens, and Margaret Stapleton.
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Bowling & Cooking at Jasper

The Jasper guys have been busy with many activities this winter. In the top left photo, Fred
Matthews had a great time bowling and is celebrating getting a strike! Way to go, Fred! In the top
center and right photos, by the smile on his face, Ryan Austin is very pleased with himself for making his own tortilla for dinner. Just a guess, but I imagine he probably had a second one! Yum!!
We’re cheering both of these guys on! Great job bowling and cooking!!

Kroger Community Rewards
Current participants in the Kroger Community Rewards Program, thank you for your support!
If you have a Kroger.com account, simply go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and sign into your
Kroger.com account.
Select “Developmental Disabilities Ministries” and click “Save”.
If you are not already enrolled, but you normally buy your groceries and gas at Kroger, I am sure you have a Kroger Plus card. Kroger provides money to non-profits who are registered through them, based upon the points that
its preferred customers accumulate. If you will sign up with Kroger, you can select our ministry as a recipient of
financial grants, based upon how much you spend at Kroger. This is a great way of contributing to DDM every time
you go shopping. And it in no way affects your ability to also use your points for a discount at the gas pump! The
more people who sign up with DDM as their charity of choice, the bigger difference it will make!
Below are instructions on how to go online and designate DDM as recipient of points based on your purchases.
When you go online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com:
*Click on Sign In/Register.
*New online customers must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New Customer’ box.
*Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next step.
*Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card number.
*Update or confirm your information.
*Enter NPO number or name of organization (Developmental Disabilities Ministries, DDM, NPO # 76841), select
organization from list, and click on confirm.
*To verify that you are enrolled correctly, you will see DDM’s name on the right side of your information page.
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The Helping Hand Newsletter

Arts & Crafts and Bowling at Cherokee

The Cherokee guys recently enjoyed doing some arts & crafts at home. Top left, Lee Abercrombie colored a picture with
colored pencils. Top center, Nathan Tippens used markers on his art sheet. Top right, D. C. Dewberry, completed a
Thomas the Train jigsaw puzzle. Great job on all three projects! A fun afternoon at the bowling center was the occasion
for the remaining photos. Second row, left, Eddie Scott; center, group; right, D.C. Third row, left, Nathan; center, group;
right, Lee. Bowling seems to be on the agenda at several DDM homes this winter!
Page 8
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Something to Crowe About
Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can Help Stop Germs
The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like
covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent flu. The
tips and resources below will help you learn about steps you can take to protect yourself and others from
flu and help stop the spread of germs.
1. Get Vaccinated
The seasonal flu vaccine protects against the influenza viruses that research indicates will be most
common during the upcoming season.
2. Avoid close contact.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to
protect them from getting sick, too.
3. Stay home when you are sick.
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. This will help prevent
spreading your illness to others.
4. Cover your mouth and nose.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around
you from getting sick. Flu and other serious respiratory illnesses, like respiratory syncytial virus (RSV),
whooping cough, and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), are spread by coughing, sneezing, or
unclean hands.
5. Clean your hands.
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. If soap and water are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand rub.
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

6. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.
Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and
then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.
7. Practice other good health habits.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work, or school, especially when someone
is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food.

Preventing Flu at Work and School
At School
•

Find out about plans your child’s school, child care program, or college has if an outbreak of flu or
another illness occurs and whether flu vaccinations are offered on-site.

•

Make sure your child’s school, child care program, or college routinely cleans frequently touched
objects and surfaces, and that they have a good supply of tissues, soap, paper towels, alcohol-based
hand rubs, and disposable wipes on-site.

•

Ask how sick students and staff are separated from others and who will care for them until they can
go home.

At Work
•

Find out about your employer’s plans if an outbreak of flu or another illness occurs and whether flu
vaccinations are offered on-site.

•

Routinely clean frequently touched objects and surfaces, including doorknobs, keyboards, and
phones, to help remove germs.

•

Make sure your workplace has an adequate supply of tissues, soap, paper towels, alcohol-based
hand rubs, and disposable wipes.

•

Train others on how to do your job so they can cover for you in case you or a family member gets
sick and you have to stay home.

•

If you begin to feel sick while at work, go home as soon as possible.

Submitted by Sylvia Crowe, Policy/Compliance Manager
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Bowling at Hess and High Hope

‘Tis the season for bowling at DDM! Thanks for being “On the Move” and participating in physical activities this winter! Top row, left and second, Mark Hamilton from Hess; third and fourth, Brandon Cox from
Hess. Second row, Mark and Brandon try theirs hands at video games at the bowling center. Third row,
High Hope gets in on the action. Left, Debbie Fogg; second, Debbie with Direct Care Staff Jamie Mastin;
third, Elisa Corda; fourth, Randy Fogg. We love your smiling faces!!
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Snowflake Ball

In January, the Duvall guys had fun at the Snowflake Ball in Bainbridge. Above left, l-r: Charles Whittington, Aaron Fries,
Full Time Lead Roberta Burr, Robert Malone, and Tim Peters. Right photo, the guys with Direct Support Staff.

DDM’s Charity Link to AmazonSmile
DDM is a registered charity on AmazonSmile.

Our charity link is: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-2469479
AmazonSmile will remember your charity selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile
will result in a donation to DDM!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, & convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com, including Amazon Prime member benefits. The shopping
experience is identical to Amazon.com, with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations selected by customers.
Managing your AmazonSmile Account
You can manage your purchases and other account information on AmazonSmile and Amazon.com using a single
account. You can use your existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile, if you have one, or create a new account if you don’t.
No Cost to Customers or Charitable Organizations
There is no cost to charitable organizations or to AmazonSmile customers.
About the AmazonSmile Foundation
The AmazonSmile Foundation is a private 501(c)(3) foundation created by Amazon to administer the AmazonSmile program. All donation amounts generated by the AmazonSmile Program are remitted to the AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates those amounts to the charitable organizations selected by their customers. Amazon pays all expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; they are not dePage 12
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Christmas in DDM Homes

In the previous newsletter, we featured the Christmas Banquet and Residents’ Party. Since the newsletter was published before Christmas, I did not yet have these
photos. Top left, Snapfinger, back row, l-r : Michelle Lindsey, Linda Stapler, FT Lead
Araminta Snoddy. Front row, l-r: Wanda Tyler, Mary Jarvis. Top right, Corbit Walker
party, hosted by a volunteer church group. Second & third rows, left, Cherokee &
Jasper party. Above left, l-r: Nathan Tippens, Cherokee; Ryan Austin and Fred
Matthews, Jasper; Eddie Scott, Cherokee; Michael Padgett, Jasper: D. C. Dewberry
and Lee Abercrombie, Cherokee. Second row, right, Corbit Walker ladies, l-r: Diana
Bright, Sue Hester, Lisa Storey, and Connie Barker. Santa photos, Elisa Corda and
Randy Fogg, High Hope.
Page 13
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Corbit Walker and Day Outing

Going out for catfish was recently the order of the day for the Corbit Walker and Day Homes. They enjoyed a
great meal with great friends! Group photos, l-r around the table: Diana Bright and Sue Hester, Corbit Walker;
next three, Direct Support Staff; Nicole Jenovese, Angie Mattox, Anna Williams, Kim Searcy, Day; Ray and Jackson
Pelot, husband and son of Coordinator Amanda Pelot; Lisa Story and Connie Barker, Corbit Walker.
In Memory
Jan & Feb 2019

Rev. Tommy Mills:
Cindy Marshall
Naomi Pearson:
Cindy Marshall

In Memory:
Jean Barker:
Sharon Deason

Desmond Ridehalgh:
Mark & Beth Sanders

Dr. Marion Beaver:
Laura Adcox
The J. F. Beaver Family
Richard & Eileen Beaver
Daniel & Donna Brundage
Jesse Chaffin
Sandra Chappell
Kathy Hoffer & Family
Janet Knight & Family
Barbara Royster
Cheryl Royster
Norma Sims & Family
Vera Callaway:
Cindy Marshall

Clyde & Shirley Roberts:
Elizabeth Hedrick
Eddie & Dryna Rains
Jennifer Salazar Sims
Pitt & Georgia Watts
Jason Sundy:
Joan Jordan
Carol Thornton:
Marian Schliestett
Robin Musgrove Vickers:
Edward & Rhonda Ruffin
J

In Honor
Jan & Feb 2019

Dr. Carl Hart:
Cindy Marshall

In Honor:

Dorothy Marsh:
Mr. & Mrs. George Landrum

Connie Barker:
Sharon Deason
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Encouragers Sunday School Class,
FBC Tucker:
Robert Wright
Elaine Harris:
Colin Harris
Jimmy Lewis:
Colin Harris
Ministry of First Baptist of Tucker:
Colin Harris
Phill Nall:
Colin Harris
Mrs. W. T. Neal:
Claire Burke & family
Doug Rowell:
Wendell Satterfield
Lisa Storey:
Charles & Lou Anne Storey
Charles & Susan Wyche
Chris & Stacy Thurman:
Harry & Nancy Thurman
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Featured Residents’ Rights
1. Residents have the right to send and receive mail that is not opened.

DDM, Inc.
6320 Amherst Court
Norcross, GA 30092

2. Residents have the right to socialize with friends, family, and others in the
community and take part in community activities.

770-623-4899
Email ahenderson@ddmga.org

where hope lives
We’re on the
Web! ddmga.org

“Like” us on Facebook!

DDM Staff Anniversaries
March 1, Teresa Allen, Paul PT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
March 1, Minnie Rawls, Stokes PT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
March 6, Deja Lewis, Wooten PT Direct Support Staff, 4 years
March 7, Sonya Chito, Sundy/Hess PT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
March 7, Celay Graves, Drew FT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
March 10, James Marikah, Briarlake PT Direct Support Staff, 2 years
March 14, Amanda Blocker, Griffith/Jasper FT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
March 15, Anne Henderson, Office Manager, 15 years
March 20, Lynette Buggs, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staff, 6 years
March 22, Ebony Felder, Cherokee FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
March 22, Alexandria Furlough, Pedigo PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
March 31, Marsha Buntin, Griffith/Jasper FT Direct Support Staff, 3 years
April 1, Araminta Snoddy, Snapfiinger FT Direct Support Staff, 5 years
April 3, April Williams, Chatham FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
April 7, Nileta Malcolm, Briarlake FT Direct Support Staff, 4 years
April 14, Cynthia Henderson, Drew FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
April 14, Ernestine Manning, Snapfinger PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
April 16, Hodan Duale, Samaria FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
April 17, Rico Lowe, Residential Services Coordinator, 6 years
April 22, Janie Goodman, Samaria PT Direct Support Staff, 8 years
April 30, Alyssa Hurley, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year
April 30, Mia McGee, Day PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES STAFF
For those staff who have recently been hired, please forward any receipts from your criminal background check,
TB Test, or CPR/First Aid training, to Human Resources,
and you will be reimbursed after 6 months of employment. If you have any questions, contact HR directly.

New Hires
We welcome new Residential Services staff:
Bettye Alexis, PT Residential Services Nurse
Prince Bender, Cherokee PT Direct Support Staff
Alexis Ogletree, Corbit Walker PT Direct Support Staff
Shonda Nealious-Harris, Drew PT Direct Support Staff
Jameka Huff, Johnson/O. L. PT Direct Support Staff
Ricky Wyche, Johnson/O. L. PT Direct Support Staff
Sherricka Burdette, Paul PT Direct Support Staff

Prayer Requests:
•
•

Please pray for DDM residents who have health
concerns.
Please pray for DDM staff who have health
concerns.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 5- Missions Fair, Jefferson Presbyterian
Church
March 9- Together Special Needs Conference,
Mount Paran Church, Atlanta
March 10- Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 17- St. Patrick’s Day
March 20- First Day of Spring
March 29- Trustee Meeting
April 20- GA Day, Athens
April 21- Easter
May 4- Dream Big Dance, Southern Exchange
Ballrooms, Atlanta
May 9- Gwinnett Strikers game and picnic
July 27- Staff Training, First Baptist Church,
Tucker
August 26-30- Residents’ Camp at Camp Twin
Lakes, Rutledge

