The Helping Hand Newsletter
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DDM’s family and friends enjoyed a wonderful even‐
ing of celebra on at our Annual Christmas Banquet on
December 2, 2016 at Smoke Rise Bap st Church in
Stone Mountain. Top le photo, Resident Council
President John Smith of Briarlake welcomed all who
a ended. President Greg DeLoach and Residen al
Services Director Denel James were on hand, as well.
Second row, le , Resident Council Chaplain Joanna
Ripley oﬀered a blessing for the meal. Top right,
DDM’s own Mary & Joseph were portrayed by Ginny
Kemp of Wooten and Davis Calhoun of Chatham. Im‐
mediate le , pianist Charles Whi ngton of Duvall,
serenaded everyone with his wonderful talent. Above
right, Aaron Bearden of Jasper was ready to party on
Saturday morning at the Residents’ Party, also at
Smoke Rise. More photos and info on pages 3‐7.
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Recipes for Winter Days
Potato Soup

Jiffy Corn Casserole

Chili Mac

Ingredients:
1 lb. ground beef or turkey breast
3/4 c. chopped onion
1 (15.5 oz.) can chili beans
1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 can mild rotel
1/2 c. elbow macaroni
1/4 c. water
1 packet chili seasoning mix
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
Shredded cheddar
Direc ons:
In a large skillet, cook meat and
onions un l meat is brown and onions
are tender. Drain any fat. S r in
undrained beans, tomato sauce,
undrained rotel, uncooked macaroni,
water, chili seasoning mix, and garlic
powder. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat.
Simmer, covered, about 20 minutes
or un l macaroni is tender, s rring
o en. Addi onal water may be
needed. Sprinkle with shredded
cheddar before serving.

Ingredients:
1 can whole kernel yellow corn, un‐
drained
1 can cream style yellow corn
1 (8 oz.) carton French onion dip, sour
cream, or cream cheese
2 eggs, beaten
1 box Jiffy corn muffin mix
1 stick butter, melted
Optional: 1 to 1 1/2 c. shredded cheddar

Directions:
Lightly grease a large casserole dish
with cooking spray. In a large bowl, stir
the first 6 ingredients together and
pour into the casserole dish. Bake at
350° for 55 to 60 minutes.
Optional: Sprinkle 1 to 1 1/2 c. shredded
cheddar on top the last 5 to 10 minutes
of baking time.

Ingredients:
1 bag frozen Potatoes O’Brien
(hashbrowns with onion & bell
pepper)
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can chicken broth
8 oz. cream cheese
2 c. milk
Salt and pepper to taste
Op onal toppings: shredded
cheddar, bacon bits, green chilies
Direc ons:
Put all ingredients in Dutch oven.
S r to combine. Cover and cook
over low to med‐low heat for
approximately 1 hour, s rring
occasionally, un l potatoes, onions,
and green pepper are so , cream
cheese in melted, and all
ingredients are well blended.
Recipe may also be made in a slow
cooker. Follow above instruc ons.
Cook on high for approximately 4
hours, or un l all ingredients are hot
and well blended.
Serve with toppings.

January and February Birthdays
January
1‐Anne Dennison, PT Briarlake
1‐Brenda Murphy, FT Corbit Walker
10‐Emma Foster, PT Appalachee
12‐Lyne e Buggs, PT Corbit Walker
12‐Aaron Fries, Duvall
12‐Sco e Moore, High Hope
17‐Marsha Bun n, FT Cherokee
18‐Roberta Burr, Duvall RS Coordinator
21‐Debbie Fogg, High Hope
25‐James Treadwell, Appalachee
26‐Cory Schroeder, Paul
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27‐Laura Casey, PT Paul
30‐Quen na Conner, FT Briarlake
31‐Araminta Snoddy, FT Johnson
31‐D.C. Dewberry, Cherokee
February
3‐Maurice Carter, FT Briarlake
3‐Dora Mar nez, Stone Mtn RS Coord
6‐Casey Cassell, Drew
6‐Cliﬀord Gordon, PT Duvall
7‐Debbie Jones, PT Snapﬁnger
10‐Diane Padge , Stone Mountain
14‐Colleen Campbell, Stokes

17‐Shaheeda Johnson, PT Stone Mtn
18‐Chinyere Ogbonna, PT Old Lantern
22‐Aranda Dye‐Saldivar, FT Stone Mtn
22‐Jennifer Graham, PT Pedigo
24‐Ginny Kemp, Wooten
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Christmas Banquet

Several awards were given at the Christmas Banquet. Top le , four ladies were recognized as outstanding direct care
staﬀ: l‐r, Corbit Walker & Day Residen al Services Coordinator Amanda Pelot, Duvall Residen al Services Coordinator
Roburta Burr, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staﬀ Brenda Murphy, and Jasper Residen al Services Coordinator Sherry
Oen. Each lady received a gi card. Roberta also received the Mary Frances Stokes Direct Care Staﬀ of the Year Award
for coordinator and Brenda received the award for FT staﬀ. Top right, Beth Pollock of First Bap st Church in Augusta
received the Mary Frances Duren Special Needs Teacher of the Year Award from President/CEO Greg DeLoach. The sec‐
ond row pictures the 2017 Resident Council: l‐r, Mark Hamilton from Johnson Home, Holly Hackley from Stone Mtn
Home, Cory Schroeder from Paul Home, Linda Stapler from Snapﬁnger Home, Gary Sparks from Chatham Home, Mi‐
chael Champion from Briarlake Home, Fred Ma hews from Jasper Home, and Angie Lackie from Samaria Home. The
third row, le , features the residents who spoke during the program: l‐r, Page Drew from Drew Home, Shelton Batch‐
elor from Samaria Home, Debbie Fogg from High Hope Home, Victor Lindsey from Appalachee Home, Jeri Wilensky and
Colleen Campbell from Stokes Home, Charles Whi ngton from Duvall Home, who played the piano, Angie Ma ox from
Day Home, Holly Hackley from Stone Mtn Home, and Mark Hamilton from Sundy Home. Third row, right, Margaret Sta‐
pleton from Pedigo Home presented re red DDM Program Director Frances Stokes with a Christmas wreath.
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Something to Crowe About
Fire/Smoke
Southern rock music fans may remember a once
familiar song, Fire on the Mountain by the
Marshall Tucker band. Smoke from numerous
forest fires may even have some wanting to
follow the lyrics and take their ‘family away from
their Carolina (or other location) home’, at least
until the smoke clears.
Smoke from forest fires in north Georgia, North
Carolina and Tennessee made it as far south as
Atlanta and other parts of central Georgia, as
well as parts of neighboring states. This has
caused some tough days for people who suffer
from respiratory illnesses such as asthma, em‐
physema, COPD and other chronic health
conditions. Even healthy people are reporting
that the smoke is causing burning eyes, scratchy
throat, and more coughing.
According to the Chattahoochee‐Oconee
National Forest officials, about a dozen fires have
burned an estimated 33,361 acres since October
5. The number of fires this year has topped 500
in the Southern Forestry Region which includes
13 states from Virginia to Florida to Oklahoma.
Normally the Southern Region has 30 to 50 fires
per year according to forestry officials.
Contributing factors include the ongoing
drought, accidental fires and arson.

Firefighting teams from the Pacific Northwest have
been deployed to help fight the southeastern fires.
The U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Incident
Command Team 3 has been in charge of managing
the firefighting effort in North Georgia.
Many community meetings were held to advise resi‐
dents of the fire situations in their areas and the
firefighting efforts.
At these meetings, residents expressed concern
about the smoke and questioned how safe it was
to breathe the outside air. Many also asked about
how to protect their property and how evacuation
might work if the fires began to spread into area
neighborhoods.
Emergency Preparedness Directors throughout the
state explained that people should remain indoors
on smoky days with windows and doors closed, and
that HVAC systems should be set to recirculate inside
air if possible. Directors went on to explain when the
use of masks may be appropriate and cautioned that
only certain types of masks like the N‐95 or N‐100
provided any benefit.
Residents expressed their overwhelming support
and appreciation for the firefighting teams and local
responders who have been working and providing
information to the community.
Fire officials urged residents to keep yards raked and
roofs clear of fallen leaves. Residents were reminded
that burn bans are in effect and officials emphasized
that fines would be levied against individuals who
violated the ban.

11‐25‐16‐‐Dillard, Georgia
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Wooten at Hawks Game & Cooking at High Hope

The Wooten ladies had a great me a ending an Atlanta Hawks basketball game re‐
cently. Above le , l‐r, Tracy Moon and Ginny Kemp posed in front of the Hawks logo
sign. Above, second from le , Tracy and Ginny tried their hands at shoo ng baskets.
Third photo above, they were all smiles as they experienced the excitement of the
game and the fans. Above right, Tracy and Ginny were privileged to have their picture
taken with a Hawks cheerleader—and the cheerleader was privileged to have her pic‐
ture taken with Tracy and Ginny! What a fun me!
Immediate le photo, Debbie Fogg of High Hope cooked dinner for her High Hope
family. Debbie was very happy with her accomplishment, and I’m sure everyone
thought it was delicious! Great job, Debbie!

Time to Re-Enroll for Kroger Community Rewards
Current par cipants in the Kroger Community Rewards Program need to re‐enroll for the 2016‐2017 program year. Thank
you for your support!
Simply go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and sign into your Kroger.com account.
Select “DDM” and click “Save”.
If you are not already enrolled, but you normally buy your groceries and gas at Kroger, I am sure you have a Kroger Plus card.
Kroger provides money to non‐proﬁts who are registered through them, based upon the points that its preferred customers
accumulate. If you will sign up with Kroger, you can select our ministry as a recipient of ﬁnancial grants, based upon how
much you spend at Kroger. This is a great way of contribu ng to DDM every me you go shopping. And it in no way aﬀects
your ability to also use your points for a discount at the gas tank! The more people who sign up with DDM as their charity of
choice, the bigger diﬀerence it will make!
Below are instruc ons on how to go online and designate DDM as recipient of points based on your purchases.
When you go online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com:
*Click on Sign In/Register
*New online customers must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New Customer’ box.
*Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next step.
*Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards informa on and input your Kroger Plus card number.
*Update or conﬁrm your informa on.
*Enter NPO number or name of organiza on (Developmental Disabili es Ministries, DDM, NPO # 76841), select organiza on
from list, and click on conﬁrm.
*To verify that you are enrolled correctly, you will see DDM’s name on the right side of your informa on page.
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Enjoying Christmas at Wooten

In the top le photo, l‐r, Ginny Kemp and Tracy Moon have just ﬁnished helping decorate their Christmas tree.
Top center and right, the ladies are all ready to go to the DDM Annual Christmas Banquet at Smoke Rise Bap st
Church. In the photos immediately above, the ladies and friends enjoyed a cra night at Wooten on November
30, hosted by a women’s small group from Northpoint Church. Above le photo, l‐r: Ginny, along with Joanna
Ripley and Diane Padge from Stone Mountain Home. Above right photo, l‐r: Angie Lackey and Shelton Batchelor
from Samaria Home, along with Tracy.
Photos below feature door, tree, table, and ﬁreplace decora ons. Merry Christmas from the Wooten Home!
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Little Light of Mine Christmas Story

Li le Light of Mine Ministry of Briarlake Bap st Church in
Decatur, presented “The Christmas Story” on Sunday
a ernoon, December 18, through song, dance, and dra‐
ma. Several DDM residents par cipated. Top le : Michael
Champion and Brian Haynes of Briarlake and Colleen
Campbell of Stokes. Center, Holly Hackley of Stone Moun‐
tain. Right: John Smith & John Athens of Briarlake. Imme‐
diate le , l‐r: Stacie Darnell and Jeri Wilensky of Stokes,
Diane Padge of Stone Mountain.

AmazonSmile to Benefit DDM
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selec on of products, low prices, and con‐
venient shopping features as on Amazon.com, including Amazon Prime member beneﬁts. The shopping experience is iden cal
to Amazon.com, with the added beneﬁt that the AmazonSmile Founda on will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligi‐
ble AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organiza ons selected by customers.
To Choose a Charitable Organiza on to Support, do the following:
1. On your ﬁrst visit to AmazonSmile (h ps://smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable organiza on to
receive dona ons from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
2. Scroll down the page un l you see the “Or pick your own…” op on.
3. Type in “Developmental Disabili es Ministries” and click “Search.”
4. Once you “search,” DDM should be one of the (if not the) ﬁrst organiza ons at the top. Click “select.”
5. You will be asked to select “I understand,” that I must shop at Smile.Amazon.com to support the organiza on. Once you’ve
checked the box and “start shopping,” you should be set!
AmazonSmile will remember your selec on, and then every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a dona‐
on to DDM!
Managing your AmazonSmile Account
You can manage your purchases and other account informa on on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile using a single account. You
can use your exis ng Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile, if you have one, or create a new account if you don’t.
No Cost to Customers or Charitable Organiza ons
There is no cost to charitable organiza ons or to AmazonSmile customers.
About the AmazonSmile Founda on
The AmazonSmile Founda on is a private 501(c)(3) founda on created by Amazon to administer the AmazonSmile program.
All dona on amounts generated by the AmazonSmile Program are remi ed to the AmazonSmile Founda on. In turn, the Am‐
azonSmile Founda on donates those amounts to the charitable organiza ons selected by their customers. Amazon pays all
expenses of the AmazonSmile Founda on; they are not deducted from the dona on amounts generated by your purchases
on AmazonSmile.
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Merry Christmas from the Central Office Staff

DDM Staff Anniversaries
January 1, Greg DeLoach, President/CEO, 1 year
January 1, Danny Henderson, Director of Opera ons, 9 years
January 2, Sherry Oen, Jasper Residen al Services Coordinator, 4 years
January 3, Alice Tiner, Associate Director of Residen al Services, 6 years
January 7, Cindy Marshall, Director of Finance, 9 years
January 11, Shakiea Russell, Samaria FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
January 27, Tammy Lawson, Day FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 2 years
February 2, Rhonda Mar n, Stone Mountain PT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 15, Colisha Mar n, Stokes FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 16, Brenda Murphy, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 2 years
February 16, Taleisha McDonald, Snapﬁnger FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 16, Tamika Tucker, Chatham FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 19, Natasha Hall, Wooten PT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 19, Joy McDonald, Johnson Residen al Services Coordinator, 5 years
February 19, Eugene Woods, Appalachee FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
February 23, Sally Johnson, Paul PT Direct Support Staﬀ, 2 years
February 26, Selena Henderson, Paul FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 3 years
February 28, Patricia Schafer, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staﬀ, 1 year
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Jasper at Lion’s Club & Christmas Banquet

In the ﬁrst three photos of top row, the Jasper guys enjoyed Christmas game me at their Lion’s Club mee ng. With
Santa hats and big red “hands,” l‐r: Fred Ma hews, Desmond Ridehalgh, and Ryan Aus n. Second row, le and center
photos, Ryan is proud of his Lion’s Club award. Congratula ons, Ryan!! First and second rows, right photos, were taken
at the Christmas Banquet. Top photo: Coordinator Sherry Oen and FT Direct Support Staﬀ LaVerne Phillips. Bo om pho‐
to, front row, l‐r: Aaron Bearden and Fred. Back row, l‐r: Trustee Mark Sanders, Ryan, and Desmond.

Fan Club
Are you the ULTIMATE Fan of DDM? (We DO have a pretty amazing team and family members.) If so,
consider joining the DDM Fan Club for 2017! Membership to DDM Fan Club includes a DDM T‐shirt, bi‐
monthly e‐newsletter, fan meet‐and greets, and more fun!
From now until January 31st, you may join the DDM Fan Club with a donation of $35 (or more) to DDM.
For more information, please contact Director of Public Relations and Development, Lettie Ongie, at
Longie@ddmga.org
Show your DDM spirit LOUD & PROUD for 2017!
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Christmas Party at Ciafones’

Each December, the Ciafone family in Dawsonville extends an invita on to the DDM staﬀ and residents to come
experience their light display and enjoy refreshments with their family. This year the Cherokee and Stone Moun‐
tain Homes a ended. Top le is the en re group on the front porch. Top right is Mrs. Ciafone, center, along with
DC Dewberry of Cherokee and Diane Padge of Stone Mountain. Each resident gets to choose an ornament from
the basket to take home with them. Immediately above, l‐r, Joanna Ripley with Ciafone’s dog; Diane; Joanna &
Holly with Ciafone’s dog. Below is a por on of the beau ful light display. More photos on next page.
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More Photos of Christmas Party at Ciafones’
Immediate le photo, l‐r, Terry Heath from Cherokee,
President Greg DeLoach, and Robert Goss from Cherokee
found a few minutes to just relax and enjoy me togeth‐
er. Below le photo, l‐r, Terry, Joanna, Greg, and DC are
made to feel welcome by the Ciafones and their dog, who
is part of the welcoming commi ee! Below right photo,
l‐r on sofa, Holly, DC Joanna, and Lee Abercrombie from
Cherokee. Standing behind sofa is Aranda Dye‐Saldivar,
Stone Mountain Home FT Direct Support Staﬀ. Thank
you, Ciafone family, for the invita on to see the beau ful
lights and enjoy your hospitality! Merry Christmas to you
and yours!

5 Sneaky Ways to Stay Upbeat Through Winter
Don’t let the dark, gray winter get you down. There’s so much for which to be excited!
1. Outdoor Exercise and Fun Ac vi es. There’s no other me of year when you can build a snowman, make
snowballs and snow angels, or go sledding. Be sure to snap some photos of these special days—when summer
comes, you’ll yearn for memories of the cold!
2. Indulge in Comfort Foods. Nobody recommends overdoing it, but winter is the perfect me of year to cook and
enjoy those warming foods that remind you of family. Try diﬀerent varia ons of mac & cheese by adding new
ingredients. Steam up some hot cocoa with tons of mini‐marshmallows. Cook a meal in the slow cooker.
3. Get Snuggly. There’s something wonderful about warm, fuzzy winter clothing, heavy blankets, and toasty pj’s.
Nothing puts a smile on your face like wearing some slippers and curling up in your favorite chair or on the sofa
for a movie night.
4. Volunteer. There is so much you can do for those less fortunate. Volunteering will help those in your communi‐
ty and make you feel wonderful about giving back. Collect cans of food for a local pantry. Gather lightly worn
coats and clothing for shelters in need. Help out at a soup kitchen or nursing home.
5. Stay hydrated. We all know how important it is to drink plenty of water in hot weather, but it is just as im‐
portant during the winter. The air is dry, the heaters are blas ng, and you are always bundled in layers. You may
not realize it, but we sweat all the me, even when we can’t feel it. Dehydra on will keep you from looking and
feeling your best during the chilly months. Always drink plenty of water, tea, and non‐sugary drinks throughout
the day, just as you would in summer.
www.pgeveryday.com
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Featured Residents’ Rights

DDM, Inc.
6320 Amherst Court
Norcross, GA 30092



Residents have the right to training and educa on.



Residents have the right to services that help them live, work, and
play in the most normal way possible.

1‐888‐340‐5820 toll free
Email ahenderson@ddmga.org
“Like” us on Facebook!

REFERRAL BONUS ANNOUNCEMENT


A $150 Referral Bonus shall be given to the DDM staﬀ member who refers
a full‐ me or part‐ me employee.




where hope lives
We’re on the
Web! ddmga.org

Requirements:
The person making applica on MUST list the DDM employee’s name on
the original applica on at the point of applica on submission.
 The person who makes applica on MUST be referred directly from an
ac ve DDM employee.
 A er six months of sa sfactory service with DDM, the bonus will be paid
to the DDM staﬀ member for the new employee (one bonus for either
individual or couple).

DDM NEEDS LIST:


Dona ons to a van fund to replace worn out DDM vehicles at two of our DDM homes
 Dona ons for the LEAP Fund – Life Enrichment and Ac vi es Program – designated for medical and
dental expenses of residents
 Volunteers to do yard maintenance and deep cleaning at the DDM homes

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES STAFF
For those staﬀ who have recently been hired, please
forward any receipts from your criminal background
check, TB Test, or CPR/First Aid training, to Human Re‐
sources, and you will be reimbursed a er 6 months of
employment. If you have any ques ons, contact HR
directly.

Welcome
We welcome new Residen al Services staﬀ:
Emma Foster, Appalachee PT Direct Support Staﬀ;
Paula Lyons, Briarlake PT Direct Support Staﬀ; Tanya
Williams, Day PT Direct Support Staﬀ.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for DDM residents who have
health concerns.
Please pray for DDM staﬀ and trustees who
have family members with health concerns.

Calendar of Events
January 1‐ New Year’s Day
January 16‐ Mar n Luther King, Jr. Day
February 14‐Valen ne’s Day
February 20‐Presidents’ Day

