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Bill Neal Honored at Christmas Banquet   

After serving as DDM’s President/CEO since 2007, Dr. William “Bill” Neal will be    
retiring as of the end of December 2015. He was honored during DDM’s Annual   
Christmas Banquet on December 4, 2015 at Smoke Rise Baptist Church in Stone   
Mountain. He is leaving a legacy of excellence, integrity, and a genuine love for the DDM 
residents and staff.                                                                                                                                
Top left photo, Dr. Neal recognized and thanked the Trustees, DDM staff, and his family 
for the support he has received from them during his presidency.                                                
Top right photo, Trustee Chairman Dr. Jimmy Lewis introduced and especially thanked 
Judy Neal for her support of her husband during his presidency, saying, "Behind every 
good man, is a good woman.”                                                                                         
Immediately above left, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Lewis presented Dr. Neal 
with retirement gifts and memorabilia. Dr. Lewis thanked him for his leadership during 
the past eight years.                                                                                                           
Immediately above right, Resident Council President Desmond Ridehalgh of DDM’s  
Jasper Home, presented Dr. Neal with a scrapbook containing photos of and notes from 
each of our residents.                                                                                                         
Immediate right, Samaria Home Resident Denise Williams read a poem she wrote      
specifically for Dr. Neal’s retirement. She had it framed, and it was presented to Dr. Neal 
at the banquet.  More Christmas banquet/party photos on pages 5-9. 



 

lumps dissolve. Allow mixture to 
thicken; add to slow cooker. Season 
with salt & pepper; stir. 

 

Chicken and Dumplings 

Ingredients:  

1.5-2 lbs. boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts       

2 (10.75 oz.) cans cream of 
chicken soup                                 
2 tbsp. butter                                

1/2 onion, finely diced                  

2 (10 oz.) pkgs. refrigerated 
biscuit dough, cut into quarters    

Directions:                           
Place chicken, soup, butter, and 
onion in slow cooker. Add 
enough water to cover. Cook 5-6 
hours on high. About 30 minutes 
before serving, remove chicken 
and shred; return to slow cooker. 
Add biscuit dough and stir. Cook 
30 minutes or until dough is no 
longer raw in the middle. 
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27-Laura Casey, PT Paul 
29-Kevin Hicks, FT Old Lantern 
30-Carol Ann Smith, Snapfinger 
31-D. C. Dewberry, Cherokee 
31-Araminta Snoddy, FT Old Lantern 
February 
3-Maurice Carter, FT Briarlake 
3-Dora Martinez, Stone Mountain 
Residential Services Coordinator 
6-Casey Cassell, Drew 
10-Diane Padgett, Stone Mountain 
14-Colleen Campbell, Stokes 

JANUARY and FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

January 
1-Anne Dennison, PT Briarlake 
1-Brenda Murphy, FT Corbit Walker 
9-Latoya Singleton, PT Pedigo 
12-Lynette Buggs, PT Corbit Walker 
12-Scottie Moore, High Hope 
12-Aaron Fries, Duvall 
18-Roberta Burr, Duvall Residential   
 Services Coordinator 
21-Debbie Fogg, High Hope 
25-James Treadwell, Appalachee 
26-Cory Schroeder, Paul 

17-Shaheeda Johnson, PT Stone Mountain 
19-Shellie Parkman, FT Wooten 
22-Aranda Dye, FT Stone Mountain 
22-Jennifer Graham, PT Pedigo 
24-Ginny Kemp, Wooten 
 
 

  

Slow Cooker “Baked” Ziti          
(No baking involved) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients: 
1 (15 oz.) container part-skim ricotta 
1 c. shredded mozzarella 
1 c. grated parmesan 
1 tsp. salt 
1 lb. ziti 
2 (25 oz.) jars marinara sauce 
2 tbsp. finely chopped fresh basil 
leaves 

Directions:                               
Combine all 3 cheeses and salt in a 
medium bowl. Rinse ziti under 
cold running water in a colander. 
Allow some water to cling to the 
pasta. Mist inside of slow cooker 
with cooking spray. Place half of 
the pasta in an even layer over 
bottom of cooker. Spoon half of 
sauce over pasta. Dot with half of 
cheese mixture and half of basil. 
Repeat with remaining pasta, 
sauce, cheese, and basil. Add 2/3 c. 
water. Cover and cook on high 
until pasta is tender, 2-3 hours. 

 Creamy Chicken and Wild Rice Soup 

Ingredients:                                              
1 c. uncooked wild rice blend                   
1 lb. boneless, skinless chicken breasts    
1 c. onion, chopped                                 
3/4 c. celery, chopped                                  
3/4 c. carrots, chopped                               
4-5 cloves garlic, minced                          
2 bay leaves                                               
6 c. low sodium chicken broth                  
2 c. water                                                   
2 tbsp. salt-free poultry seasoning            
3 tbsp. butter                                              
2 tbsp. olive oil                                        
1/2 c. all purpose flour                   
2. c. milk (optional - use 1/2 & 1/2)                                               
salt and pepper to taste                     

 

 

 

 
 

 

Directions:                                            
Rinse rice under running water. Place 
rice, chicken, onions, celery, carrots,   
garlic, bay leaves, chicken broth, water, 
and poultry seasoning in slow cooker. 
Cover; cook on high 3-4 hours, 7-8 
hours on low. In the last half hour of 
cooking, remove chicken; shred. When 
rice is done, add shredded chicken to 
slow cooker. Melt butter and oil in 
saucepan. Add flour; cook 1 min. Whisk 
mixture while adding milk. Whisk until  
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Tribute to Edith 

Our DDM family was saddened by the sudden passing of High Hope Home Resident Edith Horton on  November 6, 
2015. Her memorial service was held at New Hope Baptist Church in Fayetteville. As you can see from the photos, Edith’s 
smile was contagious. She was a wonderful addition to the DDM family, and the residents and staff loved her. Above left 
and two center photos were taken at the 2015 Residents’ Camp at Camp Twin Lakes in September. Above right, Edith 
enjoyed an afternoon of bowling with her friends from the High Hope Home. She will be greatly missed by her family, 
friends, and all of us at DDM! Please remember Edith’s family, friends, and the High Hope Home residents and staff in 
your prayers.   

Although unlikely, a shooting can happen at any workplace. It pays to be prepared and know in advance 
what creates the best chance for survival.  Running should always be your first priority, but be ready to hide 
or fight for your life if there is no safe escape route.                                                                                     
Run away whenever possible. Your best chance to survive a shooting is to get out of the area as fast as    
possible. Only rule this out if the only escape routes would put you in sight of the shooter.                                 
Know the escape routes. Prepare in advance. Plan at least two escape routes out of the workplace in case 
the shooter is blocking one of them. Don’t rule out second story windows or windows that you would have 
to break. You can survive cuts from broken glass or a broken leg from a fall.  98% of shooters act alone. If 
you can avoid the area where you hear gunfire, you are usually safe.                                                                
React immediately. Don’t freeze up or waste time debating your options. Find an escape route and start 
running. If you hear gunshots in the distance, you can likely get out of the area before the shooter arrives. If 
you have shoes that prevent you from running, take them off.                                                                           
Forget your belongings. Though your first instinct may be to take your possessions with you, none of them 
are as important as your life.                                                                                                                             
Run directly to an exit. Run as fast as you can, directly to safety. Getting away fast is usually your best     
option. If you are forced to run within sight of the shooter, running from obstacle to obstacle may be your 
best chance.                                                                                                                                                             
Bring people with you.  As you’re running, encourage others to run. If someone looks too scared to move, 
grab that person and drag him with you. If you’re running in a bigger group, it’ll be harder for the shooter 
to target you individually.                                                                                                                                 
Grab a weapon only if convenient. If you happen to see a sharp object or a blunt object you can carry while 
running, grab it. Do not waste time looking for one of these when you could be running.                    
www.wikihow.com 

How to Survive a Workplace Shooting 
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New President Named  
 

ATLANTA‐‐C. Gregory DeLoach III has been named the new president/CEO of Developmental Disability 

Ministries of Georgia (DDM) effec ve January 1.  The Chris an non‐profit agency is headquartered in 

Norcross and serves adults with developmental disabili es in group homes throughout the state of   

Georgia.  
 

DeLoach was the unanimous choice of the 15 member DDM Board of Trustees. He succeeds the re ring 

William Neal, who has served as president since 2007. 
 

A na ve of Eatonton, DeLoach has served for the past 10 years as senior pastor of First Bap st Church in 

Augusta. He previously served as senior pastor of First Bap st Church of Marie a. A graduate of Shorter 

College and The Southern Bap st Theological Seminary, DeLoach earned his Doctor of Ministry degree   

at Columbia Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Amy, have two adult sons.  
 

DeLoach has been very ac ve within the Augusta community, serving on the boards of The Family Y,   

University Hospice Board of Directors, Golden Harvest Food Bank, and United Way, and is a member of 

the Augusta Rotary Club.  He has also served as moderator of the Georgia Coopera ve Bap st              

Fellowship.  
 

“Our commi ee was very fortunate to have been led to Dr. DeLoach,” said Colin Harris, chair of the   

Presiden al Search Commi ee. “The partnership of his specific gi s and the needs of our agency in the 

next chapter of its ministry is promising indeed. We are thankful that he will be joining our very capable 

and commi ed Staff.”    
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Christmas Banquet 2015  

Top left photo, Dr. Neal presented the 2015 Helping Hand Award, DDM’s 
highest award, to Mrs. Cathy Humphrey, DDM employee from 1999-2013.  
Among many other achievements, Cathy was instrumental in starting DDM’s 
Opening New Worlds Conference for churches, caregivers, and families  
serving those with developmental disabilities.  She was also instrumental in 
starting DDM’s Special Family Retreat for families with children with special 
needs.                                                                                                           
Top right photo, l-r, President Emeritus Dr. Richard Davis, Retiring President 
Dr. William Neal, and Incoming President Dr. Greg Deloach.                  
Second row, 2015 Staff Recognition, l-r: Chatham Home Coordinator Rico 
Lowe; Stokes Home Coordinator Christina Byarse; Coordinator of the Year 
Dudley Parkman, who works at the Hess Home; Cherokee Home Full-Time 
Staff Deborah Shelton; Jasper Home Full-Time Staff Laverne Phillips; Full-
Time Staff of the Year Aranda Dye, who works at the Stone Mountain 
Home.                                                                                                            
At left, Trustee Elaine Harris announced the 2015 Mary Frances Duren Special 
Needs Teacher of the Year Award went to Trustee Al Hopkins. Dr. Hopkins was 
unable to attend the banquet, but will be presented his award at a later date.                          
Immediate left, on behalf of all DDM Coordinators, Dudley Parkman        
presented a gift to Residential Services Director Denel James in appreciation 
for her leadership and guidance.                 
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Christmas Banquet 2015  

Merry Christmas from all of our DDM residents! They presented an inspiring program for the  Christmas Banquet, 
many telling of good times and positive experiences in 2015.                                                                                     
Second row, l-r, John Athens from Briarlake Home, Brandon Cox from Hess Home, James Treadwell from Appalachee 
Home, and Michael Paul from Paul Home.                                                                                                                 
Third row, l-r, Jessica McFarland from Day Home, Lee Abercrombie from Cherokee Home, Myrtle McKee from Old 
Lantern Home, and Robert Goss from Cherokee Home.                                                                                                    
Fourth row, l-r, Page Drew from Drew Home, Tracy Moon from Wooten Home and Holly Hackley from Stone   
Mountain Home, and Robert Malone from Duvall Home. Far right, Dennis, our guest guitarist for the evening,  
played beautiful Christmas music before and during dinner. 
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Christmas Banquet 2015  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These pictures are of Bill Neal’s family who attended the banquet in celebration of his retirement:     
daughter and son-in-law, Mary Beth and Nick Carmichael, and four grandchildren—Austin, Holly, Jack, 
and Trey Carmichael. 

Christmas Party 2015 
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                                 More Christmas Party Fun 

Immediate right, sibling hug! Jessica 
McFarland from Day Home and    
Timothy Dugan from Paul Home. 
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How Much Christmas Party Fun Can You Have? 
Charles Whittington of the    
Duvall Home in Bainbridge, also 
fourth from left in group photo, 
serenaded party attendees on the 
piano. Great job, Charles! 

Gingerbread Houses at Corbit Walker 

The Corbit Walker Home ladies had a “gingerbread house-making party” during the Christmas season. Above left, 
Connie Barker; center l-r, Lisa Story, Sue Hester, and Diana Bright. Above right, Lisa Story. 
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Prayer for the New Year 
This prayer from Billy Graham, written for “The Saturday Evening Post” in 2008, is just as relevant this year: 

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your presence and 
Your guidance as we face the future.   
                                                                                                                     

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds for us, 
and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put 
our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during this coming year.  
 

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging love. 
 

In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to You for the stability and comfort 
we will need. 
 

In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have the 
courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost. 
 

And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our      
hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and in need. May 
our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them 
to the end” (Psalm 119:33). 
 

We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all those who are seeking to bring peace 
and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially for Your protection on all those who serve in 
our armed forces, and we thank You for their commitment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of their own 
lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your love and concern for them. 
 

Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to be. Your Word reminds 
us that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 
 

As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond what we have deserved. May 
we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may they instead lead us to repentance, 
and to a new commitment to make You the foundation and center of our lives this year. 
 

And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, and we look forward to it with        
expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by His death and resurrection has given us 
hope both for this world and the world to come.   
 

Amen 

Thanksgiving with Briarlake and Stokes Homes: center photo, back row, l-r: John Athens, Tamara Wyse, John 
Smith, Jeri Wilensky, Michael Champion; front row, l-r, Colleen Campbell, Brian Haynes, Stacie Darnell. 
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Hess Home Happenings 

In November, the Hess Home guys visited                                           
“Noah’s Ark” in Locust Grove, description                                                    
at right. Above right photo, Brandon Cox                                                           
is pictured with a donkey. They also saw                                                       
wolves, bears, tigers, and crocodiles, along                                                                     
with many other animals. 

Doug Rowell and Brandon celebrated     
birthdays in December. Top left birthday 
photo, l-r, Mark Hamilton, Brandon, 
and Doug. Top right birthday photo, l-r, 
Rusty Weed and FT Direct Support Staff 
Jason Kent. Second row, festive birthday       
decorations and their wonderful and  
delicious birthday cake.                                                 
Immediate left, Brandon had a great 
time attending the Hawks game.  
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Cherokee Attends Sports Events 

In November, the Cherokee guys attended three exciting sporting events.  Top left, at a Georgia Tech football game 
at Bobby Dodd Stadium: l-r, Robert Goss, D. C. Dewberry, Terry Heath, and Lee Abercrombie. Top right, at a  
Georgia Tech basketball game: l-r, Lee, Terry, D. C., and Robert. Bottom row, they attended the WWE Survivor   
Series at Phillips Arena. 

Eating grains, especially whole grains, provides health benefits. People who eat whole grains as part of a healthy diet 
have a reduced risk of some chronic diseases.                                                                                                                
Grains provide many nutrients that are vital for the health and maintenance of our bodies, including dietary fiber, 
several B vitamins (thiamin, riboflavin, niacin, and folate), and minerals (iron, magnesium, and selenium).             
Dietary fiber from whole grains or other foods, may help reduce blood cholesterol levels and may lower risk of heart 
disease, obesity, and type 2 diabetes.                                                                                                                            
Fiber-containing foods such as whole grains help provide a feeling of fullness with fewer calories.                                       
The B vitamins thiamin, riboflavin, and niacin play a key role in metabolism – they help the body release energy from 
protein, fat, and carbohydrates. B vitamins are also essential for a healthy nervous system. Many refined grains are 
enriched with these B vitamins.                                                                                                                                     
Folate (folic acid), another B vitamin, helps the body form red blood cells.                                                                               
Iron is used to carry oxygen in the blood.                                                                                                                                       
Whole grains are sources of magnesium and selenium. Magnesium is a mineral used in building bones and releasing 
energy from muscles. Selenium protects cells from oxidation. It is also important for a healthy immune system. 
www.ChooseMyPlate.gov.  

Add More Whole Grains To Your Diet 



 

Page 13 The Helping Hand Newsletter 

DDM Staff Anniversaries                                                                  
January 1, Danny Henderson, Director of Operations, 8 years 

January 1, Dawn Moore-Lockett, Snapfinger FT Direct Support Staff, 2years 
January 2, Sherry Oen, Jasper Residential Services Coordinator, 3 years 

January 3, Alice Tiner, Associate Director of Residential Services, 5 years 
January 7, Cindy Marshall, Director of Finance, 8 years 

January 21, Pamela Coombs, Corbit Walker PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 
January 25, Ralph Hickey, Chatham FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 
January 27, Jamele Brooks, Samaria PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 

January 27, Tammy Lawson, Day PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 
February 10, Carla Payne, High Hope FT Direct Support Staff, 6 years 

February 10, Marlene Thomas, Appalachee FT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 
February 15, Gavin Lewis, Hess PT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 

February 16, Brenda Murphy, Corbit Walker FT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 
February 19, Joy McDonald, Old Lantern Residential Services Coordinator, 4 years 

February 19, Ylonda Scott, Chatham PT Direct Support Staff, 1 year 
February 21, Tamara Davis, Drew PT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 

February 22, Brandi Young, Pedigo Residential Services Coordinator, 5 years 
February 26, Leshel Dixon, Paul PT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 

February 26, Sandra Green, Jasper PT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 
February, 26, Selena Henderson, Paul FT Direct Support Staff, 2 years 

         Birthday Time at Briarlake                
Brian Haynes, of the Briarlake Home, celebrated 
his birthday in November with his housemates 
and friends from Stokes Home. Top left, Brian 
and Briarlake Coordinator Kim Williams.    
Center photo, Brian and friends. Top right, it’s 
time to open gifts!        

        Little Light Christmas Story               
Immediate left, residents from several DDM 
Homes, including Briarlake and Stokes,          
participated in “The Christmas Story”        
presentation by Little Light of Mine , a ministry 
of Briarlake Baptist Church in Tucker for people 
with special needs.                                                         



 

6320 Amherst Court 
Norcross, GA  30092 

DDM, Inc. 

1-888-340-5820 toll free 
Email ahenderson@ddmga.org  

“Like” us on Facebook! 

We’re on the 
Web!  ddmga.org 

REFERRAL BONUS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 A $150  Referral Bonus shall be given to the DDM staff member who refers 
a full-time or part-time employee.  Any 2015 referrals in process will be paid 
at the 2015 rate. 

Requirements:  
 The person making application MUST list the DDM employee’s name on  
       the original application at the point of application submission. 
 The person who makes application MUST be referred directly from an   
       active DDM employee. 
 After six months of satisfactory service with DDM, the bonus will be paid to  
       the DDM staff member for the new employee (one bonus for either  
       individual or couple). 

Calendar of Events 
January 1- New Year’s Day  

January 18- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

February 2- Groundhog Day 

February 14-Valentine’s Day 

February 15-Presidents’ Day 

 We welcome new Residential Services 
staff: Tabitha Brewster, Drew Home PT Direct 
Support Staff.                                                               
 Please pray for DDM residents who have 
health concerns.  
 Please pray for DDM staff and trustees 
who have family members with health concerns. 
      Please pray for our country!                

Featured Residents’ Rights                       

 Residents cannot be given medications without a written order by a 
doctor, as punishment, or for staff convenience. 

 Residents have the right to work in the community. 

DDM NEEDS LIST: 
 Donations for the LEAP Fund – Life Enrichment and Activities Program – designated for medical and   

dental expenses of residents (growing and urgent need!) 
 MAC computer for central office 

 Volunteers to do yard maintenance and deep cleaning at the DDM homes 

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES STAFF 

For those staff who have recently been hired, please  
forward any receipts from your criminal background 
check, TB Test, or CPR/First Aid training, to  Human 
Resources, and you will be reimbursed after 6 months 
of employment. If you have any questions, contact HR 
directly. 

 

where hope lives 


